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St. Clement 
Bishop of Ochrid  Enlightener of the Bulgarians  Equal to the Apostles  

 

The city of Ochrid has been called the "Jerusalem of Macedonia." It is located on the 
eastern shore of Lake Ochrid, which is 3 million years old, and is filled with old and 
picturesque houses and monuments, including 365 churches. This city played a central 
role in the life of St. Clement. He was born in the region of Kutmichevitsa (the 
southwestern part of Macedonia) and not Ochrid itself. But the city was the place 
where he did much of his most important work. 

Clement was born in about 840, but we know little else about his early life. As a young 
man he was a student of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, and went with them to do 
missionary work in Moravia (now in the Czech Republic.) St. Nahum and St. Gorazd 
were among those who also went with them. 

It was a difficult mission because it was opposed by German missionaries, who had the 
support of the Pope and of the prince of Moravia. The Pope and his followers wanted to 
use only Greek, Latin, or Hebrew in church services. Clement and his group wanted to 
use Slavonic, which was the ancestral language of the people. 

By the year 885, both St. Cyril and St. Methodius had died. Clement and Gorazd carried 
on the struggle in Moravia, and their difficulties continued. They were put on trial, 
arrested and jailed, and finally expelled from the country. Traveling together, they 
reached the border of Bulgaria. 

Christianity had come to Bulgaria in 846. Worship services were conducted in Greek by 
priests sent from the Byzantine Empire. The Bulgarian prince, Boris, was concerned that 
the increasing Byzantine influence would weaken his own state and its culture. So when 
the exhausted exiles from Moravia reached his land, he welcomed them. He arranged 
for the establishment of two schools where theology would be taught in Slavonic rather 
than Greek. One of these was in the capital city, and Clement's fellow missionary 
Nahum was put in charge.  

The prince assigned Clement to the area around Ochrid, where he preached the Gospel 
and taught the people, including children, the Slavonic alphabet which he developed. 
More than 3500 students were educated in the schools he started, many of them 
becoming priests. This was the beginning of the Slavic Church in Macedonia.  

St. Clement felt a special responsibility to educate Slavic priests for service in the Slavic 
lands. He wrote down his sermons to help his students create their own. He also wrote 
the stories of the lives of St. Cyril and St. Methodius, and composed a worship service 
dedicated to them. He wrote several beautiful meditations on the Scriptures and on the 
Christian life. These were the first pieces of Slavonic spiritual literature. In addition he 
translated the "Flowery Triodion" which contains the hymns sung between Pascha and 
Pentecost, as well as many other prayers, hymns and services of the Orthodox Church.  

In 893 Clement was made a bishop, and continued to teach and preach. As the years 
passed he became ill and frail, and he finally died in 916. He was buried in the church on 
the shore of Lake Ochrid that he had built. The coffin he laid in was made by his own 
hands. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quote 
He was able in a few words to 
preach about the life of the 
Church, the memory of the saints, 
the enlightenment of the soul. 

 Abp. Theophylact of Ochrid 
 describing St. Clement 

 
Date Born 
c. 840 in the southwestern part of 
the Bulgarian Empire (present day 
Macedonia) 
 
Date Died 
July 17, 916, Ochrid 
 
Place Buried 
St. Panteleimon Church and 
Monastery, Ochrid, Macedonia 
 
Commemoration Date 
July 27th 
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St. Clement is remembered with great love and honor by his people. Universities and 
libraries in Macedonia and Bulgaria are named after him. So is the Bulgarian scientific 
base in faraway Antarctica. 

Troparion (Tone 3)  
You were shown forth as trumpeters of divine knowledge 
And revealers of the ordinances of the Faith, 
Clement thou fruitful vine of life and Peter firm rock of the faithful. 
Since you are seers of ineffable mysteries  
Deliver us from every harm.  
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Key Terms 
Sts. Cyril and Methodius - the two 
Greek-born missionaries who 
brought Christianity to the Slavic 
peoples. 
 
Byzantine Empire - the Eastern 
division of the later Roman 
Empire. 
 
Slavic - the peoples and languages 
of eastern, southern and central 
Europe. 
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Journal Prompts 
St. Clement Bishop of Ochrid Enlightener of the Bulgarians 

1. Why do you think it was important to St. Clement to use the 
people's language in worship? 

 

2. What do you think is St. Clement's most important work or achievement? 

3. How might you follow St. Clement's example in telling others about the Orthodox faith? 
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DROP A LETTER 
St. Clement of Ochrid 

 
 

By dropping one letter in each pair of letters, you will reveal two sayings 
that refer to St. Clement in the lines. 

You must decide where the words begin and end. 
 
 
 
TA   HY   ME   CM   FI   ST    ZY   OF   FT   DO   HI   MR   IT 
DE   HB   PA    SQ   CB   ER   VE   NO   CK   MA   UL   LW   TE 
XD   GT   HE   ES    YJ   TE   AR   SU   MS   AT   IL   FE    RM 
LO   FR   AM   RA    XC   EF   BD   RO   ON   IS  AT. 
 

(Hint: There are 11 individual words in this group.) 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
RH   TE   WE   DA   LS   MA   QS   KT   RU   OD   EB   VN   HT 
NO   FR   OS   ZA   YI    BN   DT   MS    GC   YM   OR   IV LR 
DA   NB   DR   NM   EW   HT   IH   KO    SD   MI   UG   SP. 
 

(Hint: There are 9 individual  words in this group.) 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
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SCRAMBLED UP 
St. Clement of Ochrid 

 
Unscramble all of the words to identify the nouns associated with 

the life of St. Clement. 
 

 
1. DAEMANOIC  _________________________ 

 
 

2. ICALSV   _________________________ 
 
 

3. KEAL    IRODH  _________________________ 
 
 

4. ABIGLARU   _________________________ 
 
 

5. ROBSI   _________________________ 
 
 
6. VAMORIA   _________________________ 

 
 

7. LYUJ    72   _________________________ 
 
 

8. CALNOVIS   _________________________ 
 
 

9. HISPOB   _________________________ 
 
 

10. VECHIKTAMUSIT  _________________________ 
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